
How is Historic Preservation building relevant 
within interdisciplinary practice?

Heritage must evolve in order to survive. Historic preservation 
specialists manage change in the physical environment, working with 
other disciplines and engaging stakeholders. This course presents the 
origins and development of the historic preservation movement and 
discipline (also referred to as heritage conservation) both domestically 
and globally. Course content will include project case studies, interviews 
with preservation professionals and assignments that encourage 
participants to document and advocate for historic preservation within 
their chosen community.

Course participants will examine the historical and theoretical 
underpinnings of historic preservation and explore the discipline’s 
relevance to contemporary practice through the following themes:

• Diversity, inclusion and racial justice

• Affordable housing and density

• Climate change and resilience

• Interdisciplinary collaborations

• Practice methods and trades training 

• Incentives and innovation
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